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Welcome to 2008 Varsity Gold Football!

We want to welcome the new families, as well as the returning veteran families, to the GOLD Varsity Team this year.  We’re looking forward to a great, SAFE season.   Here is a list of reminders from our meeting and other info.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call Coach Johnson (248-763-0906) or our Team Mom Ellen Kletzka (517-403-8600).

· Practices will be held 6-8pm M – F until our Scrimmage on Aug 23rd.    Don’t be late…we will begin promptly at 6.  

· Practices after scrimmage will be every Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday from 6-8. Attendance VERY important, there’s a lot to learn.  Repeated absences will affect playing time. 

· Assistant Coaches:  Tim Bailey, Todd Crutchfield, Jon McBride, Jim Gilmer, Scott Holmes

· Turn in copies of report cards/birth certificates and your physical form to Team MOM ASAP.  I’m still missing a few.

· EMAIL NEWSLETTERS  - The league (me) will be emailing the Wednesday newsletters, please let me know if you would like a hard copy on the field Wednesdays to read – if I don’t hear from you I’ll assume email version is sufficient.

· TEAM NEWSLETTERS -  I will communicate the team information to you via email also.  Again – if you don’t have email and need a hard copy let me know and I’ll make sure I have one for you.

·  SCRIMMAGE will be August 23rd IN HOWELL AT THREE FIRES.  Will confirm the times next week.  This is our first time hosting a scrimmage here – we usually go to Hartland.  We will likely have 3 fields running, one on the game field, one on the jv practice fields, and on the varsity fields in back. White and Black will also be in Howell.  Silver and Green are away.

· GLEANERS FOOD DRIVE – We are teaming up with Gleaners to hold a food drive on Scrimmage Day Aug 23rd and Picture Day Aug 24th .  Families will get a raffle ticket for bringing items in – and we will pull one football players name and one cheerleaders name – to win free registration for the 2009 season.  Drawing on Sunday night after pictures.  If we pull an 8th graders name we’ll pick another name.

· Monday thru Wednesday this week is Helmets only, no contact.  FULL PADS practice uniform tomorrow & Friday this week.  No hitting but some contact.  Full contact begins next Monday.  

· Some days will be very hot… be sure to bring plenty of water and/or gatorade for your son to drink during practice.  Bring several bottles….NO SHARING EVER OF WATER BOTTLES!

· VOLUNTEERING:  The league requires each family to work for at LEAST 3 jobs.  3 at any of your home game days.  Some of the jobs are:   three people to run chains on the sidelines, a spotter, apparel sales, timekeeper, an announcer in the booth, clean up fields after games, 50/50, and running gates at games.  When the volunteer list is available, you can sign up by the pods.  When you show up to work, be sure to sign in on the clipboard at the field/or concession stand.  This will avoid any mis-communications at the end of the season.  If you elect not to volunteer, you will not get your $100 back at the end of the year.  There are no partial refunds.
· Pop Donation:  League requires each player to donate 2 twelve packs of GATORADE, COKE, PEPSI, SPRITE, or MT DEW to be sold in the concession booth at Three Fires.  All proceeds go to the league.  You can drop your 12 packs off at the concession booth at anytime.  PLEASE BUY THESE SPECIFIC TYPES. We ended up with tons of Diet Dr. Pepper, vanilla flavored Orange last year.  Hard to sell....so this will save a lot of time & money long term.  Let me know when you do - so I can mark you off my list.
· Game Schedule:  Don’t have it yet – not expecting it until around Aug 15th.  Volunteer sheets will be available that week after.

· Game Jerseys – will be in before picture day on Sunday Aug 23rd.  I’ll get them to you.  FYI about the jerseys…the numbers will stay intact much longer if you don’t put them in the dryer….lay flat to dry.  Also, remove the pads before washing the pants.  

· Practice Paks are still, and will be, available.  Randy from Sports & Apparel will be up at the PODS all this week.  He can also be reached at randy@sportsnapparel.com.  He has some really cool things – can order for Christmas/birthdays.  He’ll customize anything.  

· Green game socks will be available at PODS.  

· Chin Strap:  Coaches suggest buying a padded chin strap.  Can get them at Dunhams.  They’re more comfortable than the ones provided with the helmet. 

· Team photos Sunday Aug 24th.  I’ll have forms and times as we get closer.  Why Sunday-  is in the newsletter.

· Helmets: Coaches/team mom will put the new stickers on if needed so they are all uniform.  
· Please remind your son to treat his equipment well.  We will have to turn in the equipment in good condition.

· If your son is not going to be at practice, please call Coach or your team mom ONLY.  It’s less confusing if only one of the coaches gets those messages.  

· If you plan to leave practice and come back, you must leave a cell phone number with the Team Mom (or coach) before you go.  Please make sure we have those numbers on our phone lists.  We need to be able to reach you in case of emergency.

· Saving the MOST important for last, if your son has any health problems or injuries please let Coach Tom know.  We know there will be lots of bumps and bruises but we take health problems and injuries very seriously.
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